
“The school successfully attends to the needs of a student in 
any situation ‘so that learning and healing’ takes place in the 
context of a trusting, respectful and genuine relationship.”

Ofsted 2013

In our Bradstow Community, we Nurture, we Teach, we Sustain
• We create ordinary lives for people in an extraordinary community
• We develop individualised provision for all our students  
• We create personalised living and opportunities for learning in a safe environment
• We recognise the importance of supporting, training and developing our staff
• We work together reflectively, asking questions and being willing to learn new ways of working
• We work to create a culture which helps people to be open to new ways of thinking and learning
• We challenge long held beliefs about people with learning disabilities and believe that anything
 can be made possible
• We develop opportunities and access for all in the wider community.

www.bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk

Alfie`s future  
learning before joining  
this wonderful school 
was very uncertain. He 
has been blessed with 
receiving the care and 
attention from dedicated, 
caring staff. Coupled 
with their in-built passion 
and commitment, they 
have embraced the 
school’s approach for 
Gentle Teaching, which 
demonstrates the empathy 
and understanding that my 
son desperately needed. 
I myself consider that we 
have an extended family 
from Bradstow staff.

Parent

WHAT WE DO
l i v i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  t o g e t h e r
w i t h i n  a  C u l t u r e  o f  G e n t l e n e s s

Welcome to Bradstow, a residential special school, 

registered as a children’s home. The school is maintained 

by the London Borough of Wandsworth, standing in 14 

glorious acres of parkland and situated in the seaside 

town of Broadstairs in Kent. We were rated Outstanding 

by Ofsted in 2013 for the educational and residential 

care we offer children and young people with autism, 

severe intellectual disabilities and associated complex 

behaviours.

Bradstow is unique, as is the range of provision we 

offer children and young people aged 5-19. We provide 

individualised, 24-hour care with access to full educational 

and therapeutic support, in an environment that is safe, 

loving and predictable.

Bradstow is proud to be a  
UNICEF Rights Respecting School. 
This means that Bradstow is recognised 
as a school that champions the rights of 
children and young people, whilst creating 
and maintaining a rights-respecting ethos at 
every level. 



What does a ‘Culture of Gentleness’ mean?
 
At Bradstow, we’re committed to creating a Culture of 
Gentleness, an inclusive environment built upon the 
principles of Gentle Teaching.

Gentle Teaching is a unique relational approach centred on 
building safe, loving and engaging relationships in both its 
values and methods.

The four pillars of Gentle Teaching are taught through 
repeated acts of love, shared activities and moments to 
build healthy interpersonal relationships of reciprocity 
and fairness. This approach helps create a dialogue 
where the individual feels listened to and is more willing 
to communicate in ways that are less “hurtful, disruptive, 
controlling and obsessive”.

Gentle Teaching creates the pathways to develop 
these safe and caring relationships through providing 
leadership, invitation and example rather than trying 
to impose control. Within this context, challenging 
moments are met with warmth and understanding and 
are better anticipated, prevented and refocused.

Our role at Bradstow is to listen deeply and provide 
just the right support to assist the development of 
caring relationships and meaningful lives for our 
children and young people. Creating a Culture of 
Gentleness requires everyone at Bradstow to 
be a learner.

GENTLE TEACHING
“Comments from parents include ‘My child has come on so 
much, there were many things we couldn’t do as a family before 
but we can now.’ Positive outcomes for such young people are 
having a tremendous impact upon their own families.”

Ofsted 2015

“Incidents of challenging behaviour are looked on as 
opportunities to discover what questions the student 
is asking through their behaviour. By managing the 
environment positively, students learn to understand  
how to behave appropriately.”

Ofsted 2013

SAFE

ENGAGED

LOVED

LOVING
In this place  

I feel safe. With 
these people 
I feel loved.



Out and About
There are frequent 

opportunities for 
engagement and 

connecting with the 
local community, 

be it on shopping 
trips, visits to the 

cinema, going to the 
pantomime, theatre, 
youth clubs, sailing, 
climbing, attending 

church, playing golf 
or just walking on 

the beach which is 
minutes from the 

school.

As well as using public 
transport such as the 

local bus and train 
services, the school 
also has a range of 
cars and minibuses 
to enable access to 

activities locally and 
further afield.

Bradstow is a fully integrated and active member of the 

community. We host and support local workshops, fun days, 

visits and community events, all of which offer precious 

opportunities for social interaction both in and out of school.

There are many opportunities for our children and young 

people to contribute to local projects and voluntary scheme 

in the community.

As an employer of more than 260 local people, Bradstow is well 
known within the community. We actively nurture this relationship, for 
example, by inviting local organisations and schools to visit and work 
with us, by hosting regular community events and instigating long-term 
projects linked with the local community, such as the Eagle Festival.

Social participation is essential for enabling ordinary lives for young 
people and for a positive transition into adult life. We seek out Work 
Related Learning opportunities and use all our knowledge and 
experience to support children and young people through their 
transitions into and out of our school. 

www.bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk

OUR COMMUNITY
“The majority of students make progress which is significantly 
above that expected nationally, and their achievement is 
outstanding over time.”

Ofsted 2013




