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Introduction 

 

Bradstow School is aware of the importance of the National English Strategy and has liaised closely with 

Wandsworth Council regarding the implications of its implementation.  

Bradstow focuses on an individualised approach for all young people which ensures that English is taught in 

a way which is meaningful and functional to all young people.  English is taught holistically at Bradstow 

School throughout the 24 hour curriculum. 

Language and communication skills are essential for all our young people at Bradstow School and we 
recognise that the skills developed in English promote learning across the curriculum. We aim for our young 
people to be able to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, and to communicate effectively both 
verbally and non-verbally with others in a range of social situations, appropriate to their levels and needs. 
We teach young people the skills they need to communicate in ways relevant to their individual needs, 
developing and accessing regularly their skills in communication, reading and writing. Cross-curricular 
themes have been developed to incorporate National Curriculum objectives and functional independent 
objectives whilst meeting the individual needs and learning styles of our young people. 
As a UNICEF Rights Respecting School we understand that every child has the right to say what they think in 
all matters affecting them and to have their views taken seriously (Article 12). We support young people to 
communicate in the most effective way by providing a variety of communication systems and aids as 
detailed below. Further relating to our literacy programme is Article 9 - every child has the right to stay in 
contact with both parents unless this might harm them. Young people do this through weekly letters home 
and are also encouraged to stay in touch with their parents through phone calls, Skype and visits where 
available and appropriate. 
 

Aims 

English at Bradstow School will encompass the following: 

 Developing the ability to respond, listen and understand. 

 Enabling young people to interact and communicate effectively with others in a range of social 
situations. 
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 Enabling young people to make choices, obtain information, question and be actively involved in 
decision making. 

 Promoting creativity and imagination 

 Increasing young people’s engagement in a range of literature and communication activities. 

 Developing young people’s skills in communication and interaction.  

 Supporting young people to develop their expressive and receptive language skills, utilising an 
appropriate range of both aided and non-aided augmentative communication tools (photographs, 
objects of reference, symbols, Makaton signs, gesture, and electronic communication devices).  

 Multi-disciplinary working and joint planning and target setting between teachers, care staff and the 
speech and language therapist.  

 Young people will have access to a phonics programme.  

 Young people will have the ability to access a scheme of work which embodies vocabulary rich, ethnically 
& culturally diverse and topic focussed texts, which will deepen the young people’s understanding of life 
outside of Bradstow School.  

Differentiation 

 Choosing materials from earlier key stages. 

 Aiming to maintain, reinforce, consolidate and generalise, as well as introduce new knowledge, skills 
and understanding. 

 Through cross curricular links, themed activities and projects. 

 The enhanced curriculum – Sensory sessions; range of therapeutic interventions; Sherborne; 
Horticulture; Music; Messy Play; Intensive Interaction. 

 Speech & Language Therapy targets and through consultation. 

Bradstow School Programme of Study 

Writing 
At Bradstow School, writing is interpreted as any activity that communicates and records events, 
experiences, information, thoughts and feelings; the most appropriate form of recording selected according 
to young people’ needs and abilities.  All relevant communication and ICT aids are used to support and foster 
writing.   
Using strategies from ‘The Power of Reading’ teachers are supplied with schemes of work, which are aimed 
towards writing outcomes across a range of genre linked to reading, drama and Speech and Language. This is 
achieved using quality texts which support the PSHE outcomes and, therefore, the wider curriculum. There is 
a balance between fiction, non-fiction and poetry and an emphasis on whole texts rather than extracts. 
Teachers use a variety of teaching methods to deliver the curriculum and achieve set learning objectives.  
 
Using SOLAR  to assess the progress of all our young people following the WSP ‘Writing’ steps, where the 
young people will have tailored success criteria labelled as ‘I can’ statements. These statements reflect small, 
digestible steps of progress to provide all young people with accessible and achievable assessment 
expectations, which ensure accurate and representative progress.   
 
 
Our aim is to enable young people to:   

 Develop an understanding of sequencing through a range of differentiated communication modes.   

 Develop core functional skills through the use of photographs and symbols e.g. letters home. 

 Develop skills in using objects photos and symbols to organise and sequence events of the day across the 
24 hour curriculum, e.g. using schedules, ‘now and then’ boards etc. 

 Develop fine motor skills through use of, manipulative toys, games and activities. 

 Develop hand/eye co-ordination through tracking activities, exploring patterns, forming shapes and 
letters, colouring, developing and practising handwriting. 

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofreading/subscription/what-does-membership-power-reading-website-offer?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0bmf2YSU8AIVBYBQBh3lkAIGEAAYASAAEgK8L_D_BwE


 

 3 English Policy| January 22 

 Develop skills through tracking, over-writing, copying and tracing using variety of mediums to allow mark 
making to take place if functional and meaningful.  

 Develop symbol processing skills through the use of technology. 
 
Reading 
For our young people, reading refers to gaining meaning from a range of sources.  This could include 
photographs, objects of reference, symbols, Makaton signs, gesture, environmental stimuli, electronic 
communication devices and text. 
 
Using the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme in Key Stage 2+ and 3, phonics is delivered in discrete 
sessions where appropriate. Young people’s phonics levels are monitored using teacher assessment and our 
assessment programme SOLAR to ensure progress is on track and that sessions are relevant and targeted. 
Where appropriate, young people have a reading book and a reading diary recording when they are heard 
reading. In addition to the reading carried out during Read Write Inc. sessions, young people are heard 
reading 2 – 3 times a week by a member of staff.  
Young people are encouraged to take home their reading books and reading records each day. 
 
Using strategies from ‘The Power of Reading’ teachers are supplied with schemes of work, which are aimed 
towards writing outcomes across a range of genre linked to reading, drama and Speech and Language. This is 
achieved using quality texts which support the PSHE outcomes and, therefore, the wider curriculum. There is 
a balance between fiction, non-fiction and poetry and an emphasis on whole texts rather than extracts. 
Teachers use a variety of teaching methods to deliver the curriculum and achieve set learning objectives.  
 
Using Accelerated Reader across the whole school to promote reading to our young people. AR is a 
computer based programme that manages and monitors independent reading practice. Young people pick 
books at their own level and read at their own pace. When finished, the young people access a short quiz on 
the computer - passing the quiz is an indication that the young person has understood what has been read. 
AR gives both young people and teachers feedback based on the quiz results, which the teacher then uses to 
help the child set targets and ongoing reading practice. This is promoted across our 24 hour curriculum. 
Tracking growth regularly instead of relying on a formative assessment yearly means we have greater 
understanding of the short term goals for our young people and the data is far more reliable. Tracking 
growth provides a window on performance not previously available to teachers and the subject coordinator. 
Performance has often been understood based upon point in time assessments indicating the Level 
associated with a young person’s performance. Including growth from the young people refines that point-
in-time view of performance and allows users to monitor the academic track of the young person as it 
unfolds and allows us to make appropriate plans to maximise the progress of the young person going 
forward. 
 
Our aim at Bradstow School is to enable young people to: 

 Discriminate between different representations. 

 Develop symbolic representation, through objects, photographs, symbols or text. 

 Developing skills in sequencing, with a specific focus on left to right to aid reading. 

 Develop functional reading skills appropriate to individual needs in a range of environmental contexts. 

 Developing reading for pleasure from a range of sources. 
 
Using SOLAR  to assess the progress of all our young people following the WSP ‘Reading’ steps, where the 
young people will have tailored success criteria labelled as ‘I can’ statements. These statements reflect small, 
digestible steps of progress to provide all young people with accessible and achievable assessment 
expectations, which ensure accurate and representative progress.   
 
 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/read-write-inc-programmes/phonics/
https://clpe.org.uk/powerofreading/subscription/what-does-membership-power-reading-website-offer?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0bmf2YSU8AIVBYBQBh3lkAIGEAAYASAAEgK8L_D_BwE
https://www.renlearn.co.uk/accelerated-reader/
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Communication 
Bradstow School focuses upon the broadest interpretation of speaking and listening all with a focus towards 
the development of functional communication skills. In addition, we work in partnership with a Speech and 
language therapy team, designed to develop communication skills and independence through 
communication assessments, observations and implementation of progressive strategies.  

 Communication encompasses all forms of communicative response and intent to include the following: 
The use of body movements (turning to the voice, eye-contact, facial expressions and pointing – using 
eyes, head, feet and hands). 

 Gestures / body language (clapping, waving, reaching, facial expression, idiosyncratic movement or 
gestures). 

 All aided (all communication that requires an external device/equipment) and unaided (all 
communication that does not require external device/equipment – signing/voice/gesture and body 
language)  communication systems 

 Communication aids (photographs, objects of reference, symbols, Makaton signs, gesture, electronic 
communication devices). 

 Vocalisation and speech. 

 Total communication’ – encompassing all of the above systems. 
 
Young people have access to a wide range of literature in our library to enrich and broaden their 
experiences.  
We celebrate the endeavours and achievements of all our young people and hope that they enjoy their 
learning.  
We aim to provide a happy learning environment which enables our young people to grow in confidence and 
interact socially. 
 
At Bradstow School, speaking refers to all forms of expressive communication.  This includes all forms of 
verbal and non-verbal communication for example, to express, greet, request, instruct, comment, and 
inform.  
Our aim is to enable young people to: 

 Make their wants and needs known. 

 Engage and interact with staff in order to develop relationships and social skills. 

 Engage in meaningful activities.  

 Develop functional and intentional communication skills. 

 Develop communication methods which replace socially inappropriate functionally equivalent 
communicative behaviours.   

 Communicate their opinions and emotions.  

 Use functionally appropriate, aided and non-aided communication tools (photographs, objects of 
reference, symbols, Makaton signs, gesture, and electronic communication devices). 
 

Accessibility 

Careful consideration is given to enable effective access to the English curriculum for the young people at 

Bradstow, taking into account their developmental, social and cultural needs.  

These include: 

 Ensuring communication opportunities are of a high quality and are enjoyable, relevant and 
motivating. 

 Providing opportunities for young people to communicate through the most appropriate means or 
combination of means. 

 Encouraging interaction and relationship building with staff and peers. 
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 Sensitive and thoughtful approaches for adult support. 

 Adopting a multi-sensory approach. 

 Allowing time for young people to settle, respond and communicate, and to tackle tasks 
independently and alongside others. 

 Adapting equipment, tasks, activities, resources and environments or providing alternatives where 
necessary. 

 An awareness of the pace at which young people work. 

 A balance of consistency and challenge, according to the needs of the individual. 

 Use of a cross-curricular approach to English. 

 Individualised and person centred approach to English that focuses on an individual’s primary and 
functional needs. 

 Adoption of the total communication approach throughout the 24 hour curriculum.  
 

Measuring Progress  

At Bradstow we believe our young people are achieving and learning over a 24 hour curriculum and as a 
result our assessment needs to be reflective of our young people’s journey through their curriculum. In 
English our young people are assessed in the following ways; 
 

 Class based work samples which are monitored at regular moderation meetings. 

 Measured impact of targeted interventions with our therapy teams 

 Classroom records of attainment over time through the curriculum using the daily schedule 
evaluations and SOLAR 

 Reports from external experts e.g. specialist teachers, educational psychologists etc. 

 Pupil progress meetings on a termly basis to discuss any specific concerns or celebrations from 
SOLAR data/assessment reviews. 

 Pupil voice from our young people when consulted during council meetings and learning walks. 

 Regular moderation of English which includes learning walks, file monitoring and planning 
monitoring.  

 

Future of English 

The most relevant training and research will always be sort, to enable the English coordinator to determine 

the most effective approaches, strategies, resources and software that could be utilised; to improve the 

learning experiences of all of our young people and thus equip them with the skills they will need throughout 

their lives.  

The English coordinator will also be responsible for the English budget and the procurement and allocation of 

resources, software and training. 

 

 
 


