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Welcome
Welcome to the first edition of our Community Newsletter.
This newsletter will tell you about the context of our
community residential special school, and give you information about forthcoming events and
news from our school community, and provide our contact details should you wish to visit or
speak to us about any aspect of our provision.
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We intend to issue this newsletter twice a year so that you are informed about our activities.
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The highlight of the Autumn Term will be our Poppy Proms in the Park event on 10 and 11 November, and I
hope that you will join us in the Memorial Recreation Ground. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would
like to find out more about this exciting event, or any other query.
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Further information about the school is available on our website, or you are welcome to visit.
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Regards, Sarah Dunn, Headteacher
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About Us
Bradstow is a residential special school, registered as a children’s home. The school is maintained by the
London Borough of Wandsworth, standing in 14 acres of parkland and situated in the seaside town of
Broadstairs in East Kent. Our facilities include an amphitheatre, library, swimming pool, parents’ flat, interactive
soft play and sensory rooms, interactive bicycle track, pottery, all weather football pitch, sensory garden, and
extensive grounds and horticultural projects.
The school supports children and young people with severe intellectual disabilities who are on the autistic
spectrum continuum. Many of our children and young people have associated communication
difficulties and emotional/behavioural challenges associated with their disabilities and medical
problems.
Bradstow has been consistently judged as “Outstanding” by Ofsted for the educational
provision that we offer children and young people with autism, severe intellectual disabilities and associated
complex behaviours. Our most recent inspection was in January 2018.
Bradstow is unique, as is the range of provision we offer children and young people aged 5-19. We provide
individualised, 24-hour care with access to full educational and therapeutic support within the waking
curriculum, in an environment that is safe, loving and predictable. Integrated planning and
programming throughout the school community ensures that transition issues during the day
for children with autism are minimised and there is a consistent approach for each individual
child or young person’s needs.
We were recently accredited as a Unicef Gold - Rights Respecting School. The UNICEF UK
Rights Respecting Schools Award (RRSA) supports schools across the UK to embed children’s human rights in
their ethos and culture. The award recognises achievement in putting the UN Convention on the Right of the
Child (UNCRC) at the heart of a school’s practice to improve well-being and help all children realise their
potential.
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News & Events
 World Book Week
 Short Term Breaks
 Festability
 2 new variety minibuses
 Bradstock

Coming Up
 Poppy Proms In The Park :
10/11 Nov 2018

 Christmas show : 8 Dec 2018

Bradstow | Past
The school was built in 1909, originally
called Valletta House and run as a
private girls’ boarding school by Miss
Bartrum. In 1916 it was renamed as
Bartrum Gables after the Headmistress
and owner. In 1951 the building
changed its name and purpose,
becoming a school for delicate children
and renamed Bradstow School, run by
London County Council.

July 2013

July 2018

Bradstow | News & Events

During the 1950s and 1960s, the
provision offered by the school
changed
according
to
special
educational
thinking,
but
the
residential component remained the
same. In 1971 Bradstow School was re
-designated a special school for pupils
with severe intellectual disability and
taken over by Inner London Education
Authority (ILEA). After the reorganisation
of London municipal government,
Wandsworth Borough Council took over
the school in 1990 and remains the
maintaining Local Authority (LA).
The school stands on an important
archaeological site with previous
investigations uncovering round barrows,
graves, iron age posts and other features
from the Iron age, Bronze and Saxon
times, making it of significant local and
national importance.

World Book Week | 1 March 2018
This year for World Book Day Bradstow School looked at The
Highway Rat. All the young people from the classes did various
activities related to this story throughout the week of book day.
These included looking at the weight of all the things the
highway rat had stolen which related to maths; what would be a
healthier diet for the highway rat, related to science and PSHE;
and looking at famous highwaymen in history and a range of
other activities related to the story.

Short Term Breaks | 3-8 April 2018
18 young people stayed for the Easter period and a couple of young people actually stayed for the whole holiday period. The young people took part in a
number of activities which were individualised to meet their needs from 1 to 1 sessions to a couple of whole group activities. Great fun was had by all.
Further short term
breaks were held
during the summer.

Festability | 12 May 2018
On Saturday the 12th May 12 young people from Bradstow went to Quex Park in Birchington for
a festival of music, dance and activities specifically tailored to young people with physical and
learning disabilities. It was a huge venture and involved the co-operation and commitment of
around 26 staff to ensure that the young people could not only attend the event but have an
amazing time whilst they were there.
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2 New Variety Minibus for Bradstow | June/July 2018
On Wednesday 20th June 2018 a new 14-seater
Variety Sunshine Minibus was generously
donated by The Bingo Association and The
Variety Club. The school needed to replace its
10 year old Sunshine Coach. The new coach will
be used every day to allow our children and
young people to access to the wider
community. On Friday 13 July 2018, local
Mechanical & Electrical Contractor, Synecore raised money to purchase another
new Variety Club Sunshine Coach for Bradstow School. Based in Detling,
Synecore provides mechanical and electrical services to businesses, restaurants,
hotels and retailers nationwide. Once a year they host a golfing extravaganza to
raise significant funds for a local children’s charity. Many thanks to Synecore, The Bingo Association and The
Variety Club for their generosity.

Bradstock Festival | 16 July 2018
The amazing talent of our children and young people was on display at the recent Bradstock festival during the
last week of term. This included solo performances, drumming, music played via and Ipad and plenty of iced drinks to help people stay cool as it was such a hot
day. Bradstock has become an annual fixture at Bradstow and is a fun event enjoyed by all.

Bradstow | Planned Improvements
Our neighbours and the local community are important to us, as is the perception of our special young people. We are a busy and vibrant school community open
all year round. To enhance our neighbours experience of the school we are investing in an external sound reduction strategy. Included within this is specialist
acoustic fencing (similar to those used near motorways) to be installed on the schools western boundary that is closest to neighbouring properties, new door
closures to reduce any noise from door slamming, as well as internal acoustic panelling to help prevent sound leaving residential homes. We’ll keep you informed
on the progress and further developments in future editions.

Bradstow | Up & Coming
Poppy Proms in the Park
Bradstow School have been working on a major inclusive project over the last 4 years
commemorating WW1.
Many people from Bradstow School and from other schools and the local community have
been involved in experiential workshops and other programmes learning about what
happened on the home front and beyond. The Poppy Proms is the culmination of this
work and a tribute to all of those who lived and died during 1914-1918.
A very special vignette will be performed around Broadstairs on Remembrance weekend;
Saturday 10th November

Sunday 11th November

11am-3pm Living History exhibit

12pm-3pm Living History exhibit

Including WW1 Trench on a Trailer, Time Tunnel, Exhibition marquee, WW1 Field hospital,
Interactive tent, full size war horse sculpture.
Food and drink and a licensed bar available.
7pm-10pm Poppy Proms in the Park

12.30pm-3pm Poppy Proms in the Park

Inclusive concert performances and stories of the home front in WW1 from, Bradstow Inclusive
Choir, The Big Sing, Thanet Gospel Choir, Kent Show Choir, Sea Shanty Singers, Inspirations,
Soloists, Professional and Amateur musicians and special guest artistes.
With a very special guest narrator. Food and drink and a licensed bar available.

@PoppyPromsPark
look out for Innocents Still.
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Bradstow | Vision, Mission & Values

Vision Statement
“Living and learning together within a Culture of Gentleness”
requires each of us to be mindful that:
The central purpose of our presence in the lives of others is to:


Nurture
 Teach
 Sustain
The experience of:


Connectedness
 Companionship (what it is like to be and have a friend)
 Community of contribution

Through the principles that make every one of us feel:


Safe
 Loved unconditionally
 Loving towards others
 Engaged meaningfully in life
We express these principles using:


Words that are kind, uplifting, encouraging and loving
 Eyes that are warm and smiling
 Touch that is gentle and respectful
 Presence that is attentive and responsive to the person

And by reflecting upon our relationships in the context of how we have planned:


The environment
 The organisation of life
 How information is understood and acted on
 The dialogue (listening, interpreting and adjusting)


The Culture of Gentleness can be supported by:


Keeping our young people at the centre of everything we do
 Working harmoniously together so we can realise the goal of giving each young person a real life
 Fostering a sense of community within Bradstow

www.bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk | info@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk | Tel: 01843-862123
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